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Born in the UK, Eric Watson received musical training at Trinity College of Music his principal studies being piano,
violin, composition and conducting for which he was awarded the Ricordi prize. He has lived in Singapore since 1991
and is active as composer, conductor, and pedagogue. His experience embraces opera, musical theatre, film and

television, writing scores in many different genres.

In 2006, Eric was awarded first prize in the first Singapore Chinese Orchestra International Composition Competition
with the work, Tapestries I - Time Dances, and in 2011, he wrote the first prize winning piece Aftermath for the
Singapore Piano and Violin competition. In 2014, Eric was awarded the Kuo Pao Kun Award in Arts and Culture for New

Immigrants. From 2016 to 2018, he was Composer-in-Residence to the SCO.

Eric takes a special interest in teaching classical and contemporary orchestration, composition, jazz and
improvisational techniques and he is one of the composers and conductors for the Asian Traditional Orchestra, active
as performer, composer and lecturer in many parts of South East Asia, China, Japan, Australia and Europe. In 2019,
Eric Watson was conferred the Cultural Medallion, Singapore’s highest award in recognition of artistic excellence and

distinction in arts and culture.



SRii/T41 Synopsis

#/RME ‘Ceilidh’ WBRE N Kayley, [AEHZMERVIRTES), MEMEEIENE RIEE FRAL RS, g EE Ak
PLERIARER, RXERMAREN T RAKNMES (5/MESERIMER, HEEZEA—E) SEREMEE a4y (BB
IMEET) , BUEMRRASZ LT INERIIFTE, BOV— BRI PZ= . R B2 E7M8 =, B/R el is = ARy R R ER
i, HZEAEHEZ NERNLEEZN, IEARRGENAL, BNTRZE0E fmihiE, B/RBSSMEaE CUOIrRRR) |
GIRTIRNIZER) « (GafraardEe)  RILrrmERth) « GRIR ERNEZ) o XEMRER S E 8BRS SRR
iEm, HEEREH BHORE. XK R AR R E —E SRR (R REEHEE) o BOZREITRTEA
BN, ERERRARR ORIk o REBIPRARCGETHEOTG, e E MR, FrE £ R IS R =
=Wra, BRERRET WEMAPUE, &EHE (R REESER) |, LR —HRE,

The word 'Ceilidh’, pronounced Kayley, is Gaelic and meant originally a social visit. It is now usually taken also to mean
a concert or a dance as well as a social gathering and often can mean a public party of several hundred or more. This
piece of music was originally written for fiddle (regarded as a folk instrument and although it is the same as a violin, it
is not played in the same way) and Chinese orchestra with the title Fidd/ers Free. This version has been transcribed for
orchestra alone, and has become a concerto for Chinese orchestra. The music is based upon various folksongs, most of
which are from Scotland, Ireland or the north of England and many of these 'fiddling' tunes are pentatonic in nature
making the tunes at once familiar and yet also somehow different. Most are dance tunes, reels and jigs such as Uist
Tramping Song, To the Weavers Gin Ye Go, Dance to Your Daddy, The Lewis Bridal Song, and Highland Laddie. The
tunes are mixed together in a foot tapping dance medley until the slow lament section. The slow middle section is based
on a beautiful tune, O Waly Waly (oh woe is me) a lament on love that has been forsaken, and is known in a
contemporary version as 7he Water Is Wide. The allegro finale starts with a march and then becomes a rip roaring free
for all as all the tunes presented compete to be heard, like the hustle and bustle of a good party, and eventually soaring

above them all can be heard O Waly Waly, now turned into an anthem of praise.



gl Instrumentation

/N, BB Xiaodi, Bangdi I, 11
HEF Qudi I, 11
1 (%18) Xindi (Optional)

&2 Gaoyin Sheng
B2 Zhongyin Sheng
k&2 (J£1&) Diyin Sheng (Optional)

=& W Gaoyin Suona

HE IR Zhongyin Suona

AR (%) Cizhongyin Suona (Optional)
K Wi (%) Diyin Suona (Optional)

EEE (%&) Gaoyin Guan (Optional)

%% Yangqin

WiZE /=& Bt Liugin/Gaoyin Ruan
EEE Pipa

Ht Zhongruan

=5% (&) Sanxian (Optional)
KBt (%1&) Daruan (Optional)
% Guzheng

I2E (%(&) Harp (Optional)

JE & 8% Timpani
4 ¥Tii/R 4 Percussion
/NEGE Snare Drum
K% Bass Drum, = £k Triangle
Uk Tambourine, f# Suspended Cymbal
M Suspended Cymbal, 842 Vibraphone, A% Xylophone, {72 Glockenspiel

= Gaohu

—#{ Erhu (I, II)
HiiH Zhonghu
KFE% Violoncello
K& 422 Contrabass
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’The Lewis Bridal Song‘

Allegro spiritoso

oJ
H 4
v
{e5—7
Ko

NS — 3

128

¥

e
s

Lt

[ —

i

 —

2]

T
g

&

-

v dF @

 —— .

g

-

d de @

[T®®

DEGAC

o

NS — 3

7
¢
D
)
'
7
3
7
3
= 3

o
H 4
o
o
o
)&
o
o
o
Y
) Sy o

Y T ) )

12y

A3V 4 =X
SV k= 3
rax

Y A4
12y

AN3V 4 X

NeJ

AN3V 4

ANV 4 = 3
ANI74 = 3
AN3V 4 k= 3
oJ

Eﬁg‘i

[

B
XinD

BDI,II

W 1, 11 ﬁ

18

=3

YQ
i
PP
ZR
3%
DR L

7% [k
L i
NS

%E -
GYSh
A
7ZYSh
W [F
GYSN
ZYSN

CZYSN
DYSN K
i

GYG

b

BE

=3

=3

PR B I
=]

(=]
LQ/GYR

=3

aj
R

s/

unis.

3

3

Copyright © 2024 Singapore Chinese Orchestra Co Ltd.

110

’The Lewis Bridal Song‘

Allegro spiritoso
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