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Known to be a “multifaceted composer”, Phang Kok Jun has a diverse repertoire that spans across many genres
including concert music, theatre, and multimedia. Drawing influences from a wide variety of musical styles as well as
from growing up in the energetic and culturally diverse Singapore, Kok Jun has been described as a composer who
“comfortably melds Chinese, Western and popular idioms to excellent effect”. An award-winning composer both locally
and internationally, Kok Jun had been dubbed by The Straits Times as one of “30 rising stars under 30” in Singapore’s
arts, entertainment and lifestyle. He is featured in major productions around the world, working with international
orchestras, theatre companies, chamber groups, directors, conductors and soloists. Kok Jun read music composition
at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music (YSTCM), National University of Singapore and as well as the Peabody
Conservatory of Music, both under full scholarship from YSTCM. Principal composition teachers include Ho Chee Kong,

Kevin Puts, Oscar Bettison and Eric Watson.
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“If only flowers and trees could talk - imagine the stories they could tell” - inspired by this thought, the composer

decides to tell the floras’ story in his own musical voice.

This work was conceptualised through a series of flora-inspired imagery, and the listener may choose to visualise the
piece as such. Composed by young Singaporean composer Phang Kok Jun, some key images in the work include: an
opening image of a vast, pastoral sight; flowers and leaves dancing in the wind; a sudden and unexpected tropical

thunderstorm turning everything into a messy landscape; the resilient floras regrowing back to its former, elegant state.

If only flowers and trees could talk - they might tell you how they remain constant in our ever-changing landscape,
show you their strength and resilience through the years, and share with you how after every storm and in every spring,

they will blossom and bloom again.

This piece was premiered at the SNYCO 15th Anniversary Concert on 21 July 2018.
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